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TAGS: PINT PINR CH SWEL 

SUBJECT: FEI I MIN COMMENTS ON EARTHQUAKE RELIEF EFFORT 
REF: HONG KONG 9783 

1 . HONG KONG-BASED PRC OFFICIAL AND PUBLISHER FEI I-MIN ON 
AUGUST 26 TOOK THE OCCASION OF HIS PERIODIC MEETING WITH CONGEN 
OFFICERS TO EXTOL CHINA S SUCCESSES IN SELF-RELIANTLY OVERCOMING 
THE EFFECTS OF THE TANGSHAN EARTHQUAKE. FEI ASSERTED THAT THIS 
EARTHQUAKE HAD BEEN A TREMENDOUS TEST FOR THE CHINESE LEADER- 
SHIP AND ONE WHICH THEY PASSED WITH FLYING COLORS. FEI WAS 
PARTICULARLY COMPLIMENTARY TOWARD PREMIER HUA KUO-FENG, CREDIT- 
ING HIM WITH PROMPTLY AND PROPERLY MOBILIZING THE NEEDED RE- 
SOURCES AND PROVIDING ON THE SPOT LEADERSHIP AND FIRST-HAND 
ASSESSMENT OF RELIEF NEEDS. FEI IMPLIED THAT HUA’S PERFORMANCE 
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2. RESPONDING TO A QUESTION, FEI STATED THAT WU TEH WAS ACTIVE 
IN EARTHQUAKE PROBLEM SOLVING IN PEKING SINCE THIS WAS HIS 
PRIMARY AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY, BUT FEI'S FAILURE TO INDICATE 
ANY SPECIFIC MENTION OF WU'S ACTIVITIES SUGGESTS, AS USLO HAS 
NOTED, THAT WU TEH WAS NOT PROMINENT IN THE EARHTQUAKE RELIEF 
EFFORT (PEKING 1649). 

3. PEI'S EARTHQUAKE STORIES TOOK ON A MORE SOMBER NOTE WHEN 

HE BEGAN TO CAUTION ABOUT LISTENING TO RUMORS AND STORIES "BEING 
CIRCULATED BY TAIWAN AND HONG KONG." THESE, HE STATED, FOCUSED 
ON TRADITIONAL CHINESE SUPERSTITIONS THAT NATURAL DISASTERS 
PORTENDED CHANGES IN THE LEADERSHIP, I.E., THE "MANDATE OF 
HEAVEN" THEORY (REFTEL). FEI, HOWEVER, ADMITTED THAT THE SUPER- 
STITIONS HAD FERTILE GROUND FOR ACCEPTANCE AMONG CHINA'S RURAL 
POPULATION. WHILE DECRYING SUCH BELIEFS AS "UNSCIENTIFIC," FEI 
HIMSELF ON AT LEAST TWO OCCASIONS FELL INTO THE SAME PRACTICE 
OF IDENTIFYING RECENT PHENOMENON AS INDICATIVE OF FUTURE CRISES. 
FEI CHARACTERIZED THE YEAR FOR CHINA AS ONE OF "NIGHTMARES", 
MENTIONING THE DEATH OF PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI, THE RECENT EARTH- 
QUAKE AND YESTERDAY'S DELUGE OF RAIN IN HONG KONG. HE SUB- 
SEQUENTLY INDICATED THAT HIS "REPORTER'S SIXTH SENSE" TOLD HIM 
THAT SOMETHING ELSE OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE WOULD OCCUR LATER 
THIS YEAR. 
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